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REVIEWS 


Iteferenccs to the work of others and conflicting opinions of 
authoritative gynecologists are purposely excluded since the author 
merely desires to present his own observations and experiences. 
l his feature, together with the inclusion of chapters on venereal 
diseases, obstetric problems and electrotherapy in gynecology should 
make the book especially interesting to the general practitioner. 

P. B. b! 


Three Contributions to the Theory of Sex. By Phof. Sig¬ 
mund Frisui), Vienna. Authorized Translation by A. A. Brim,, 
M.l). Nervous and Mental Disease Monograph Series No. 7.’ 
I'p. Illi. New York: Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing Co' 

This is the second revised and enlarged edition of this work, which 
apjieared some years ago. The present edition has an introductory 
chapter by James ,1. Putnam. According to him the keynote of 
psychoanalysis is in the understanding of the sex instinct and its 
development. I his work, of which this is an excellent translation, 
presents the essential views of Freud on this subject. No under¬ 
standing of psychoanalysis is possible unless one understands the 
theory of sex, and there is no better presentation in the English 
language than this. >p jj \\ 


Diseases of Women. By Harry Sturgeon Crossen, M.D., 
F.A.C.S., Associate in Gjnecology, Washington University 
Medical School, hourth edition, revised and enlarged. Pp 
1125; 800 illustrations. St. I/mis: C. V. Mosby Company, 1917. 

The appearance of a fourth edition of this book within ten years 
from the date of the initial edition is, of itself, sufficient to prove that 
It has met the requirements of the medical profession. It would 
hardly be fair to the author, however, if the merits of tile book were 
passed by with such u simple statement of fact. The character and 
scope of this work are such that it has always been considered among 
the best books of its kind, and the present edition, enlarged and 
revised, has been brought right up to the minute as evidenced by 
the careful consideration of such subjects as the radium treatment 
of inoperable cancer of the uterus and fibroid tumors. 

A large part of the credit for the present revision is due to the 
painstaking care of Dr. Hugo Ehrenfest, who relieved Dr. Crossen 
of this difficult task when the latter was called to military duty, and 
especially must mention be made and due credit given to Dr. 
Ehrenfest for the excellent chapter which treats of the relation of the 
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ductless glands to the female generative organs. No present-day 
volume of this character can he considered complete without a 
thorough presentation of the present status of the endocrine organs 
and organotherapy, and in this field, as indeed throughout the 
entire book, the author has left out nothing of importance. 

Owing to the fact that little material is deleted with the appear¬ 
ance of successive editions, the present volume has reached quite a 
large size and is more profusely illustrated than any of its predeces¬ 
sors. The illustrations consist chiefly of semidiagrammatic drawings, 
photomicrographs and photegraphs of patients and specimens, all 
well selected. There should be no hesitancy in venturing the opinion 
that this work will continue to enjoy the popularity that it lias long 
since attained. F. B. B. 


A Manual of Nervous Diseases. By Irving ,J. Si-ear, M.D. 

Pp. 060; 172 illustrations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 

Saunders Company. 

Tills volume is intended for the student ami for the general prac¬ 
titioner. It is a little larger than a compcnd, containing quite 
fullsomc descriptions of the anatomy and physiology of the nervous 
system and of the different organic and functional nervous con¬ 
ditions. There is nothing original about the book, it following 
along the old and well-known lines. It has apparently been care¬ 
fully compiled, but it can hardly be said to be up to date. For 
example, according to the author the motor centers are not only in 
the precentral convolutions but in the anterior portion of the post- 
central, whereas for many years everyone has agreed that they are 
entirely located in the precentral convolution. For the cerebellum 
no attempt is made to give modern localization, and the author 
states that disturbance in the middle lobe may cause forced move¬ 
ments, tremors, and cataleptic attitudes, and that disease of the 
cerebellum may bring about incoordination, abnormalities of move¬ 
ments, ataxia, vertigo, speech disturbance, nystagmus, adiado- 
chochinesis, disturbances of equilibrium, etc. In other words, a 
repetition of all of the symptoms that the cerebellum has been 
accused of for years, whereas it can all be Very well summed up in 
one word, “disturbances of asynergy.” In discussing the symptoms 
of locomotor ataxia the author states that the tendo Achilles reflex 
is rarely absent and that the reflexes of the upper extremities are 
generally preserved and are often increased; whereas everyone 
knows tiiat the tendo Achillcs-jerk is just as frequently absent as the 
knee-jerk, and that it is only in rare instances that the upper arm 
reflexes nrc preserved. In discussing tumors of the brain, lie states 
that gliomatous tumors are third in frequency, whereas all path- 



